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Laptop Specs
in 2026

How to read a spec sheet and choose a business laptop that fits the job.
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01  What it is
A laptop spec sheet lists the processor, memory, storage, display, ports, wireless and battery. Reading it well

means matching those numbers to what the user actually does, instead of buying the biggest numbers.

02  Why it matters in a UAE IT job
IT staff in the UAE often recommend or approve laptop purchases and then have to support them for three to

five years. A wrong choice shows up as slow machines, missing ports and unhappy users.

Interviewers like to ask what you would recommend for an accountant, a designer or a developer. You can

answer with specs and reasons.

03  Key terms

Term Meaning

CPU The processor. Core count and generation matter more than a headline clock speed.
Examples: Intel Core Ultra, AMD Ryzen, Snapdragon X.

RAM Short-term memory. Business use needs 16 GB as a sensible minimum, and virtual
machines need 32 GB or more.

SSD (NVMe) Fast flash storage. 512 GB is a common minimum for office use.

NPU A chip for on-device AI tasks. Copilot+ PCs need an NPU rated at 40 TOPS or more.

Thunderbolt / USB4 Fast USB-C ports that carry data, video and charging.

TPM 2.0 A security chip needed for BitLocker and Windows 11.

Warranty Business laptops usually offer 3 years with optional onsite service.

04  How it works
Start from the user's work, not the price. Office and web work needs a mainstream CPU, 16 GB RAM and a 512

GB SSD. Heavy multitasking, large Excel files and virtual machines need more RAM and CPU cores. Check

upgradeability: many thin laptops have soldered RAM that cannot be changed later, so buy the amount you

need on day one.

Understand the
user's work
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Pick CPU and RAM
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Check storage and
ports
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Check warranty
and support

4

Approve and order

5

Spec choices follow the workload, not the other way around.
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05  Hands-on lab
Goal: build a recommendation for three users using real spec sheets. Use public product pages from Dell, HP

and Lenovo business ranges. Prices change often, so record the date you checked.

Step 1. Open your own laptop's specs with System Information.

msinfo32

Illustrative mockup of this screen (fictional names). Your screen may look slightly different.

Step 2. Find the storage type and size in PowerShell.

Get-PhysicalDisk | Select FriendlyName, MediaType, Size

Example output from the fictional lab (names and IPs are made up). Yours should look similar.

Step 3. Write a profile for User A (office accountant), User B (graphic designer) and User C (junior sysadmin

running virtual machines). List what each needs.

•  For each user, list daily apps, file sizes, travel needs and how long they keep the laptop.

•  Write one 'must have' and one 'nice to have' per user.

•  Note any special needs such as a dock, a second display or an accessibility requirement.

Step 4. Pick one business model for each user from a public manufacturer page and record CPU, RAM,

storage, ports, weight and warranty in a table.

•  Use public product pages only and record the date you checked each price.

•  Compare at least two models per user before choosing.

•  Include weight, battery life claims, warranty length and operating system edition.

Step 5. Check each model for soldered or upgradeable RAM and the number of USB-C and HDMI ports. Note

any adapter the user would need.

•  Look for the words 'soldered', 'onboard' or 'upgradeable' in the technical specifications.

•  Count USB-C, USB-A, HDMI and RJ-45 ports and note which support charging or Thunderbolt.

•  List any adapter or dock the user would need to buy.
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Step 6. Write two sentences per user explaining why your choice fits and what you rejected.

•  Name the specific spec that drove each choice, such as RAM for virtual machines.

•  State one trade-off you accepted, such as price versus weight.

•  Keep each recommendation to two sentences, as you would in a ticket or email.

06  Common mistakes
• Choosing on CPU name alone, without checking RAM and storage.

• Buying 8 GB RAM because it is cheaper. It slows down quickly with Teams, Edge and Office open together.

• Ignoring ports. A thin laptop with only USB-C needs a dock or adapter for HDMI, LAN and USB-A.

• Skipping the warranty. A laptop with no onsite cover can leave a user without a machine for days.

• Assuming a consumer laptop is fine for business. Business ranges add TPM, better build and manageability.
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07  Five interview questions
1. How much RAM does a business laptop need?

16 GB is a sensible minimum today. Users who run virtual machines, large datasets or design tools should get 32 GB
or more.

2. SSD or HDD, and why?

SSD. It is far faster, uses less power and survives knocks better. HDDs are only for cheap bulk storage.

3. What is an NPU?

A neural processing unit for AI tasks done on the device. It matters for Copilot+ features, but most users do not need it
today.

4. What would you recommend for a user who travels a lot?

A light business laptop with good battery life, 16 GB RAM, SSD, USB-C charging, a good webcam and an onsite
warranty.

5. Why do business laptops cost more than consumer ones?

Better build quality, TPM and security features, remote management support, longer availability of parts and stronger
warranties.

08  Check yourself
1. What is a sensible RAM minimum for business use?
   a) 4 GB

   b) 16 GB

   c) 2 GB

2. Which storage type is fastest?
   a) HDD

   b) USB stick

   c) NVMe SSD

3. What does an NPU handle?
   a) On-device AI tasks

   b) Printing

   c) Wi-Fi

4. Which chip is needed for BitLocker and Windows 11?
   a) NPU

   b) GPU

   c) TPM 2.0

5. Why check if RAM is soldered?
   a) It changes the colour

   b) It cannot be upgraded later

   c) It affects Wi-Fi

Answer key: 1-b, 2-c, 3-a, 4-c, 5-b

Take the full free skill quiz at uaeitguy.com/quiz. Next lesson: Server hardware types.


