Windows Editions

Explained

Home, Pro, Enterprise and Server, and which one a business actually runs.

01 Whatitis

Windows comes in editions, which are versions of the same operating system with different features, limits and
licensing. Client editions (Home, Pro, Enterprise, Education) run on laptops and desktops. Server editions
(Standard, Datacenter) run services such as Active Directory, file shares and virtual machines for the whole
company.

02 Why it matters in a UAE IT job

Almost every UAE office runs Windows 11 Pro or Enterprise on staff laptops, joined to a company domain or to
Microsoft Entra ID. Home edition cannot join a traditional domain, so a Home laptop in an office is a support
problem waiting to happen.

As a fresher you will be asked to check an edition before installing software, joining a PC to the domain,
enabling BitLocker or setting up Remote Desktop. Knowing which edition allows what saves you hours of
troubleshooting.

03 Key terms

Edition A feature level of Windows, such as Home, Pro or Enterprise.

Licence The right to use the software. Retail, OEM (preinstalled by the maker) and volume licences
are the common types.

Domain join Making a PC a member of a company Active Directory domain so IT can manage it
centrally.

BitLocker Windows full-disk encryption. Fully managed on Pro and above.

Group Policy Central rules for PCs and users in a domain. The local editor is not on Home.

Datacenter / Standard  The two main Server editions. Both run the same roles, but Datacenter gives unlimited
virtual machine rights.

Activation Proving the licence is genuine so Windows stays fully functional.
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04 How it works

Microsoft builds one operating system and switches features on or off by edition. You can upgrade Home to Pro
by entering a Pro key, without reinstalling. Enterprise is licensed through volume agreements and adds extra
security and management features. Servers are licensed separately, per processor core.

Windows 11 Home Windows 11 Pro Windows 11 Enterprise Windows Server

Feature level rises left to right. Server is a separate product line for services.

05 Hands-on lab

Goal: identify the edition and key features of two computers, then write a one-page comparison. Use a personal
laptop or a virtual machine. Do not use any office computer.

Step 1. Open Settings, then System, then About. Note the Edition, Version and OS build.

Settings - [l x
LabAdmin System > About
Local account
System LAB-HOSTO1
X Processor 11th Gen Intel(R) Core(TM) i7-1185G7 @ 3.00GHz
Bluetooth & devices
Installed RAM 16.0 GB (15.7 GB usable)
System type 64-bit operating system, x64-based processor

Network & internet

Personalisation
Windows specifications

Apps

Edition Windows 11 Pro
Accounts

Version 24H2

Installed on 16/10/2026

OS build 26100.2033

lllustrative mockup of this screen (fictional names). Your screen may look slightly different.

Step 2. Open PowerShell and print the edition name.

Get - Conputerinfo | Sel ect W ndowsProduct Name ndowsEdi ti onl d, OsVersion

ect WindowsProductName, WindowsEditionId, 0sV

ershlLabAdmin= _

Example output from the fictional lab (names and IPs are made up). Yours should look similar.
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Step 3. Check whether BitLocker is available. Search Start for ‘'Manage BitLocker' and note what you see.

BitLocker Drive Encryption - [l x

BitLocker Drive Encryption

Help protect your files and folders from unauthorised access by protecting your drives with BitLocker.

Operating system drive

0S (C:) BitLocker off

Turn on BitLocker

Fixed data drives

Removable data drives - BitLocker To Go

lllustrative mockup of this screen (fictional names). Your screen may look slightly different.

Step 4. Check whether the local Group Policy Editor opens.

Local Group Policy Editor - [l x
File Action View Help
Local Computer Policy Select an item to view its description.

> Computer Configuration

> Software Settings Local Computer Policy

Computer Configuration
> Windows Settings B gurat

. . User Configuration
> Administrative Templates

> User Configuration
> Software Settings
> Windows Settings

> Administrative Templates

Illustrative mockup of this screen (fictional names). Your screen may look slightly different.

Step 5. Check Settings, then Accounts, then Access work or school. Note whether the Connect option offers
domain or Entra ID join.

Settings - [ x

Accounts > Access work or school

Add a work or school account
Get access to resources such as email, apps, and the network
Related settings

Add or remove a provisioning package

Export your management log files

lllustrative mockup of this screen (fictional names). Your screen may look slightly different.

Step 6. Fill in a table with the columns Feature, Home, Pro, Enterprise using only what you verified, then add
two lines on which edition suits a 50-person office and why.

 Verify every cell on Microsoft's official edition comparison page, not from memory or blogs.
« Mark anything you could not confirm as 'to check' rather than guessing.
« Add a notes column for one real example of when each edition fits.
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06 Common mistakes

*  Buying Home laptops for an office because they are cheaper, then finding they cannot join the domain.

« Assuming Pro and Enterprise are the same. Enterprise adds security and management features and needs volume
licensing.

*  Mixing up client and Server licensing. A server needs a Server licence plus client access licences for users or
devices.

+ Reading the version (for example 24H2) as the edition. Version is the release, edition is the feature level.

* Using unlicensed or cracked Windows. It creates security and legal risk for the company.
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07 Five interview questions

1. What is the difference between Windows 11 Home and Pro?

Pro adds business features: domain or Entra ID join, full BitLocker management, Remote Desktop hosting, Hyper-V
and the local Group Policy editor. Home is aimed at personal use.

2. Which edition do companies usually run, and why?

Pro or Enterprise, because IT needs central management, encryption and policy control. Large organisations choose
Enterprise for extra security features and volume licensing.

3. How do you check which edition is installed?
Settings, System, About, or run Get-Computerinfo in PowerShell, or winver for the version.

4. Can you upgrade Home to Pro without reinstalling?

Yes. Enter a valid Pro product key under Settings, System, Activation. Your files and apps stay in place.

5. What is the difference between Windows Server Standard and Datacenter?

They have the same core roles. Standard includes rights for two virtual machines per licence, Datacenter includes
unlimited virtual machines, so Datacenter suits heavily virtualised hosts.

08 Check yourself

1. Which edition cannot join a traditional Active Directory domain?
a) Pro
b) Home
c) Enterprise

2. Which command shows the Windows edition in PowerShell?
a) Get-Process
b) Get-Service
¢) Get-Computerinfo

3. Which Server edition gives unlimited virtual machine rights?
a) Datacenter
b) Standard
¢) Home

4. Home can be upgraded to Pro without reinstalling.
a) False
b) Only on servers
c) True

5. Which feature is part of Windows Pro and above, but not Home?
a) Calculator
b) Full BitLocker management
c) Notepad

Answer key: 1-b, 2-c, 3-a, 4-c, 5-b

Take the full free skill quiz at uaeitguy.com/quiz. Next lesson: Clean install vs upgrade.
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